
 

 

OTRANTO FILM FUND FESTIVAL 

X Edition 

10th – 15th September 2018 

2018 COMMUNITY EDITION 

 

Otranto is a small, yet special village.  

For its position, being the easternmost place of Italy, the first to see the sunrise; it is 

the melting pot between east and west religion, food and culture, with its history of 

italo-greco monasticism and the integration of the Orthodox and Catholic religions 

which saw the two Churches side by side right in Otranto in the early XX century. 

Its energy attracted a lot of people from the art and culture world, bringing them to 

live here for long periods. From Carmelo Bene and Maria Corti, who tells history in 

“Nostra Signora dei Turchi” and in “L’Ora di Tutti” to many others who simply enjoyed, 

and still enjoy, the vibrating energy of these precious place. I feel part of these 

honorary citizens myself. 

As far as I’m concerned, the most special and characteristic thing of this place is 

what really makes it so unique to the community: a place with 800 Patron Saints. A 

place with a deep rooted community, based on MULTITUDE. 

What better symbol than Otranto to describe this Community, the neighborhood of 

major cities or small areas where you could find yourself and the other, even in 

contrast. Outside theoretical formulas and political societies, inside that reality which 

makes our actions experienced, thanks to a sense of feeling and truth, an emotional 

component that only Cinema can actually tell, sometimes better than real life. 



 

 

The choice of the title Community is because we tell community stories, wherever 

they are set. But also, indipendent cinema dynamics, made of community. The theme 

will be clear also in the meeting between the students of acting schools and everyone 

who wants to take part to, with great actors and directors, when it will be possible to 

look closer at those small and real-life dynamics, that concerns us closely, which 

form the basis of the job of directing and acting. 

Today, being part of a global world, we talk about Community in a virtual way, 

starting from the Web, and establishing the necessity to share images or words, 

sometimes values or simply a lifestyle or consumer goods. What we want to express 

is a different community, which finds itself in a film festival, where music, happening 

and meetings are welcomed. 

A Festival of feelings and emotions. 

 

Stefania Rocca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

OFFF - OTRANTO FILM FUND FESTIVAL 

 

2018 Community Edition focuses on the market perspectives of the Euro-

Mediterranean audiovisual productions and the role of Film Funds and Film 

Fund Commissions in the funding and promotion of works on an international 

scale. The Festival will plan several communities, on a route inside the city of 

Otranto, that will interact as one community to the final product: Cinema. The 

idea of a festival that promotes and celebrates works (films, documetaries and 

short films) produced with the support of Film Funds and Film Commissions, 

comes from three reasons: the importance of Film Fund and Film Commission 

in the organization, financing and cultural-policies; their importance in the 

success of new generations of authors and a new Euro-Mediterranean Cinema; 

the ability to coordinate with the policies for the development and exploitation of 

the territory, not only for tourist purposes, but for the historic heritage, identities 

and cultural diversity of the European and Mediterranean countries. 

OFFF- Otranto Film Fund Festival 2018 Community Edition is dedicated to the 

dialogue between Cinema and communities, as it was in the former editions, being 

an important opportunity to know and spread films coming from different countries 

and geographical and cultural realities, an innovative meeting opportunity of 

dialogue among international cinematographic productions.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FILMMAKERS SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

Otranto 10th-15th September 2018 

 

Reference Contact: Luca Bandirali 

Location: Castello Aragonese  

From Monday 10th to Saturday 15th September 

Time: 9.30/13.00 Summer School 

 

 

Description 

Otranto Film Fund Festival, in collaboration with Apulia Film Commission, 

Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia, DAMS (Università del Salento), Libera 

Università di Lingue e Comunicazione IULM, Barreira Arte – Diseño (Valencia), 

Hellenic Cinema and Television School Stavrakos (Athens), offers the 

opportunity to attend a Filmmaking Summer School during the Festival, open to 

the participation of students from different studies. 

In line with the guidelines of Rete dei Festival network, the 2018 Edition of 

Otranto Film Fund Festival, supported by Fondazione Apulia Film Commission 

and Stefania Rocca as Artistic Director, aims at creating a series of learning 

activities in the form of summer school, as an opportunity to exchange views 

with students and teachers from different audiovisual studies. The Filmmaking 

Summer School will be hosting students interested in learning the audiovisual 

techniques and basis of cinematography culture, focusing on the functions of 

the Festival, with a final report in the form of digital storytelling. 



 

 

The purpose is to learn the basic theories and techniques of the audiovisual 

language, through the comparison of different didactic and experience 

approaches. Morning lessons are divided in two parts (a basic course kept by 

teachers of Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia, IULM and DAMS 

Unisalento, Barreira Arte – Diseño - Valencia, Hellenic Cinema and Television 

School Stavrakos – Athens, and a master class). Students are also asked to 

take part to the Festival activities; in fact, all films in competition serve as case 

studies and discussion for the final report; moreover, the Festival aims at 

explaining how the promotion of audiovisual products work in the cultural 

industry. 

Students 

25 students selected by the teachers of the involved schools (5 for each school) 

Teaching 

Basic Course: Lessons are kept by teachers of Centro Sperimentale di 

Cinematografia, IULM and Dams Unisalento and Barreira Arte – Diseño 

(Valencia), Hellenic Cinema and Television School Stavrakos (Athens) on the 

basic subject areas of the audiovisual language. 

Master class: directors, actors, screenwriters, directors of photography, editors 

and producers will provide their professional experience for the students, 

planning a master class organised by the teachers of the schools. 

Teachers: Roberto Perpignani - Editing; Giuseppe Lanci - Photography; Vito 

Mancusi – Actor; Luca Bandirali - Television; Alessandro Contessa, Salvatore 

Caracuta and Davide Barletti - Panel on Production Phasing; Fabio Pollice, 

Eugenio Imbriani - Placetelling; Angela Bianca Saponari - Screenwriting; Pippo 

Mezzapesa - Directing; Gianni Canova – Critics and writing; Maurizio Nichetti – 



 

 

From Screenwriting to Directing; Franco Piersanti – Music and Picture; Federico 

Zecca – TV Series.  

Addiotional master class by Alek Keshishian and other guests of the Festival. 

All lessons are in English language. 

Case study 

After morning lessons, students will follow the programme of the Festival, 

focusing on potential case studies, supported by teachers. Moreover, one of the 

Festival participants (artistic direction, organizational direction, AFC) will show 

how the promotion of events works in the audiovisual culture.  

Digital storytelling 

Students will make a report on their experience in the form of digital storytelling, 

with smartphones or tablets, and supported by teachers. All works (a short 

video between 30 seconds and two minutes, in any format) will be screened 

during the closing night on the “web community” circuit monitor. 

A support figure will take charge of the production and organisation of the 

storytelling videos.   

Jury 

Students will also be part of a jury and will award a special prize to one of the 

films in competition and the best short film. The work of the jury will be 

supervised by a tutor.  

AWARD: 

- Best SUMMER SCHOOL film in COMMUNITY FILM EDITION competition; 

- Best SUMMER SCHOOL Short Film in SHORT EDITION COMMUNITY 

competition; 



 

 

 

Certificate of Attendance 

At the end of the summer school, students will receive a certificate of 

attendance, after submitting their storytelling videos. 

Costs 

The participation to the summer school is free; students will be given residency 

(room and board) for the whole period of the school. The Festival will also take 

on the responsibility of transfers from/to Otranto. 

 

SHORT EDITION COMMUNITY 

 

Location: Castello Aragonese  

12th-13th September 

Time: 16.00/18.00  

 

Description 

Competition of short films produced by the audiovisual centres of the Adriatic-

Ionian Macro-Region. 

 

SELECTION COMMITTEE: the audiovisual centres invited by the Artistic 

Direction of the Festival sent the best productions of years 2017/18. 



 

 

JURY: students who will take part to Summer School will award the best short 

film. 

AWARD: 

- Best SUMMER SCHOOL Short Film in SHORT EDITION COMMUNITY 

competition* 

* This award has already been included in the Filmmakers School Community  

- “Quasi cinema distribuzione” awards the best Short Film and distribution. 

 

SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY 

 

Artistic Consultation: Raffaele Casarano 

Location: places and squares of Otranto  

11th-14th September 

Time: 18.30/20.00 Music sessions  

 

Music is social, Music is community. 

‘SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY’ is a music project, created for OFFF 2018, 

directed by Stefania Rocca, in collaboration with RAFFAELE CASARANO and 

the support of LOCOMOTIVE JAZZ FESTIVAL. 

Music, as a universal language, has the power to connect people from different 

cultures and races. 

 



 

 

Strategy:  

Young musicians may apply for the cast, chosen and selected by a commission 

formed by Raffaele Casarano and Eugenia Congedo from the Music 

Conservatory of Lecce.  

 

Objective: 

Making community through music, sending a message of peace and hope and 

integrating with other communities, in order to create new energy and magic. 

Cinema will work at the creation of a repertory based on the original 

soundtracks of some of the most famous films. Musicians will perform in the 

streets and cafés of Otranto, with thematic concerts and ‘Made in Puglia-

Salento’ aperitif. 

Concerts will be opened by well-known musicians. 

This section dedicated to music will close with a sonorization music show on the 

beach, performed by all the musicians who took part to the project, a band 

directed by Raffaele Casarano, called ‘SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY’, where 

audience and artists are protagonist of the sound itself. 

Resident musicians for the closing concert: RAFFAELE CASARANO – The sax, 

MIRKO SIGNORILE – The piano. 

Shakespeare said: “The Earth has music for those who listen”. 

Young musicians will be part of a jury and will award the best soundtrack of the 

films in competition. 

AWARD: 

- Best films in competition soundtrack in the COMMUNITY FILM EDITION. 



 

 

COMMUNITY FILM EDITION 

Film competition 

 

SELECTION COMMITTEE: The festival will select 9 films in competition, on the 

basis of a complete list of all the films supported by FILM FUNDS in the years 

2017 and 2018 in the Euro-Mediterranean zone and the support of EFA. 

 

Location: beach 

Cover set: Castello Aragonese  

Time: 20.30/00.30. Screening of the films in competition  

 

JURY: President: Mike Figgis (Oscar Award Director “Leaving Las Vegas”);  

Members: Isabella Ferrari (actress), Matilde Gioli (actress), Renato De Maria 

(director), Tilde Corsi (producer), Pino Pellegrino (casting director), Alek kishishian 

(director-screenwriter). 

Award: 

- Award for Best Film; 

- Award for Best Directing; 

- Award for Best Actor/Actress 

- Award for Best Screenplay;  

- Award for Best Cinematoghrapher 



 

 

FILM CRITICS’ JURY: Luigi Abiusi, Luca Bandirali, Massimo Causo and 

Silvana Silvestri. 

- Critics Award 

 

 

SPECIAL COLLATERAL EVENTS 

 

Opening night. 

Monday 10th September - Time: 20.30/24.00 

In honour of Charlie Chaplin, a live orchestral sonorization of the films: “The Kid” 

and “The Immigrant”, orchestra director Helmut Imig with OLES Orchestra – 

Orchestra of Lecce and Salento. 

Artistic Consultation: Giandomenico Vaccari. 

After the music performance, screening of the film “Charlie Chaplin. Le comiche 

Keystone”, restored by Cineteca di Bologna, accompanied by pianist Daniele 

Furlati. 

 

Screening of “Last Tango in Paris” 

“Text Analysis” MASTER CLASS by Flavio De Bernardinis (CSC) will follow the 
screening of the film.  

Tuesday 11th September - Time: 15.00/18.30 

 



 

 

Sunrise Concert 

Saturday night 15th September - Time: 4.00 a.m. (Sunday at 4.00 a.m.)  

Sunrise concert in collaboration with Rolling Stone magazine. 

ARTIST: Cosmo 

LOCATION: beach 

 

Woman in Run Marathon 

Friday 14th September - Time: 16:00 

In collaboration with Action Aid and Salento Faber and Women in Run. 

Marathon against women violence, running the most symbolic sites of the city of 

Otranto. 

AWARD CEREMONY and closing concert with Social Music Community 

Award Ceremony at 20.30 

Location: Otranto beach 

 

Closing Party 

Closing Party  

Saturday 15th September at 23.00  

 

 

 



 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Opening 

 

- Monday 10th September. “Opening Day”.  

 

LOCATION: Beach 

Homage to Charlie Chaplin- Universal Artist  

The sensitivity and nostalgic disillusionment against the unjustice of modern 

society. The attention towards the alienation of the lowest classes. He was a 

witness, touching and amusing the hearts of all communities. The life of a 

European pessimist, with Gipsy and Jew origin, to convince himself that, 

despite all, it is necessary to believe in human being. 

 

 Time: 20.30. Opening Concert. Live orchestral sonorization of the screening 

films “The Kid” and “The Immigrant”, orchestra director Helmut Imig and OLES 

Orchestra – Orchestra of Lecce and Salento. 

 

 Time: 22.30. Screening of the film “Charlie Chaplin. Le comiche Keystone”. 

In collaboration with Cineteca di Bologna, screening of the film “Charlie Chaplin. 

Le comiche Keystone”. The complete, restored collection of the 34 comedies 

performed and shot by Charlie Chaplin for Keystone Company, in real time, with 



 

 

irreplaceble dynamism, vitality and energy. The birth and evolution of one of the 

most universal character of the Twentieth Century. 

 

- Tuesday 11th September. 

 

LOCATION: Castello Aragonese - Sala Triangolare 

 Time: 9.30/13.00. FILMMAKERS SCHOOL COMMUNITY.  

How could we escape conformity of the outside world? 

 Time: 15.00/18.30. In collaboration with CSC - Centro Sperimentale di 

Cinematografia. Screening of “The last Tango in Paris” directed by Bernardo 

Bertolucci (Dur. 136’ min; Ita, Fr). Original version: English/French, with Italian 

subtitles. Digital restoration realized by Cineteca Nazionale and developed by 

Vittorio Storaro, soundtrack by Federico Savina. Original negatives made 

available by Alberto Grimaldi Productions and Metro Goldwin Mayer. The 

poroduction was realized by Laser Film and Fotocinema in Rome. 

 “Film Analysis” master class by FLAVIO DE BERNARDINIS will follow the 

screening.  

 

LOCATION: Squares (Moresco Restaurant - Cover set: Mercato Comunale) 

 Time: 18.00/20.00. SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY 

Music Session: soundtracks performed by international artists and the students 

of the music conservatory of Lecce. 

 

LOCATION: beach 



 

 

HOST: Steve Della Casa with Hollywood Party, Gianni Canova and Enrico 

Magrelli.  

 Time: 20.30. Presentation of the Jury. Homage to the President of the Jury. 

 Time: 21.00. Official Opening of the Festival. 

COMMUNITY FILM EDITION. 

Presentation and screening of the film “Piazza Vittorio” NATIONAL PREVIEW, 

directed by Abel Ferrara (Dur. 82 min, ITA).  

“The director Abel Ferrara interviews the inhabitants of Piazza Vittorio in Rome, 

symbol of a difficult, yet possible, intercultural integration”. 

 

Time: 22.30. “THE SQUARE” directed by Ruben Östlund (Sweden, Germany, 

France, Denmark, 151’).  

 

 

Wednesday 12th September. 

 

LOCATION: Castello Aragonese - Sala Triangolare 

 Time: 9.30/13.00. FILMMAKERS SCHOOL COMMUNITY.   

 Time: 16.00/18.00. SHORT EDITION COMMUNITY 

Short film competition produced by the audiovisual centres of the Adriatic-Ionian 

macro-region. 

 



 

 

LOCATION: Squares of Otranto (Maestrale Lounge Bar - Cover set: Mercato 

Comunale) 

 Time: 18.00/20.00. SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY 

Music Session: soundtracks performed by international artists and the students 

of the music conservatory of Lecce. 

 

LOCATION: BEACH 

 Time: 20.30. COMMUNITY FILM EDITION. 

Presentation and screening of the film “THE GUEST ALEPPO TO ISTANBUL” 

directed by Andaç Haznedaroğlu (Dur. 90’, Turkey). 

The film tells the story of the journey of Lena and Meryem, who try to escape 

from Syria. Lena is a 7 years old girl who lost her family in the war. She is 

supposed to get head in Turkey with her little sister and their neighbour Meryem, 

together with other Syrian refugees.  

 

Time: 22.30 Presentation and screening of “MORE” (“DAHA”) directed by Onur 

Saylak (Turkey, 115’). 

 

 

- Thursday 13th September. 

 

LOCATION: Castello Aragonese - Sala Triangolare  

 Time: 9.30/13.00. FILMMAKERS SCHOOL COMMUNITY.   



 

 

 Time: 16.00/18.00. SOCIAL WEB COMMUNITY 

Time: 16.00/18.00. Round Table on Digital Community Cinema. 

 

LOCATION: Squares of Otranto (Sud Est Café - Cover set: Mercato 

Comunale) 

Time: 18.00/20.00. SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY 

Music Session: soundtracks performed by international artists and the students 

of Conservatorio Musicale di Lecce. 

 

LOCATION: BEACH 

 Time: 20.30. COMMUNITY FILM EDITION. 

Time: 20.30 Presentation and screening of “THE TEACHER” - “UNA LEZIONE 

DA NON DIMENTICARE” directed by Jan Hrebejk (Slovakia,102’); 

 

Time: 22.30 Presentation and screening of “SON OF SOFIA” (“GIOS TIS 

SOFIAS”) directed by Elina Psykou (Greece, France, Bulgaria, 111’ min). 

 

- PARTY h: 00.00 

 

 

- Friday 14th September. 

 



 

 

LOCATION: Castello Aragonese - Sala Triangolare 

 Time: 9.30/13.00. FILMMAKERS SCHOOL COMMUNITY.   

 Time: 16.00. Woman in Run Marathon 

In collaboration with Action Aid and Salento Faber.  

Marathon against women violence on a circuit through the most symbolic sites 

of Otranto. 

 

LOCATION: Squares of Otranto (Di Bolina Café) Cover set: Mercato 

Comunale 

Time: 18.00/20.00. SOCIAL MUSIC COMMUNITY 

Music Session: soundtracks performed by international artists and the students 

of the music conservatory of Lecce. 

 

LUOGO: SPIAGGIA 

LOCATION: BEACH 

 Time: 20.30. COMMUNITY FILM EDITION. 

Time: 20.30 Presentation and screening of “LAZZARO FELICE” directed by 

Alice Rohrwacher (ITA, 125’ min). 

 

Time: 22.30 Presentation and screening of “THE SACRILEGE” original title: 

“Lerósyloi” directed by Marsa Makris (89’ – Greece). 

 



 

 

 

- Saturday 15th September.  

 

LOCATION: Castello Aragonese - Sala Triangolare 

 Time: 9.30/13.00. FILMMAKERS SCHOOL COMMUNITY.   

 Time: 16.00/18.00. SOCIAL WEB COMMUNITY 

Time: 16.00/18.00. Screening of the storytelling videos realized by the students 

of the Summer School. 

 

LOCATION: BEACH 

 Time: 20.30. COMMUNITY EDITION. 

Presentation and screening of “AUS DEM NICHTS” (“OLTRE LA NOTTE”) directed 

by Fatih Akin (106’ Germany-France). 

 

AWARD CEREMONY  

PRESENTER: Steve Della Casa 

 

closing concert with Social Music Community 

 Closing party 

 

 SUNDAY  

Time: 4.00 a.m. Sunrise Concert  



 

 

In collaboration with Rolling Stone magazine 

LOCATION: Otranto beach 

Artist: “COSMO” 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


