
18          31
OCTOBER

present

&



O V E R V I E W

The Calvert Journal presents The Calvert Journal Film Festival — a journey across 
Eastern Europe, the Balkans, Russia, the Caucasus, and Central Asia through the lens 
of the region’s independent filmmakers.

Taking place online between 18 and 31 October, the festival will screen 35 films 
across seven categories: documentary feature, animation film, fiction feature, student 
film, experimental film, short film, and special screenings. In six of the categories, 
entries will compete for the prize of best film, awarded by a jury of renowned industry 
figures. The special screenings category is an out-of-competition group of special 
screenings, featuring five more boundary-pushing films. Festival screenings will be 
open to viewers worldwide, and a special audience prize will also be given to one film 
from across all categories. 

Films will be available for 48 hours on the festival platform, with tickets for individual 
films available alongside wider category and festival passes. A special series of articles, 
interviews, and online events will also run alongside the screenings, to spark new 
conversation on the region’s challenges, opportunities, and contemporary identity. 

Spanning feature-length and short films from Tallinn to Tashkent, the  festival’s 
kaleidoscopic programme celebrates a diversity of cinematic perspectives. The 
programme boasts seven world premieres, including Routes, a feature documentary 
on migrants’ journeys across the Balkans, Ok Good, a documentary musical on life in 
Russia’s remote rural areas, All the Dreams We Dream, an animated short on the 1931 
famine in Kazakhstan by filmmaker Asel Kadyrkhanova, and The Moon, an experimental 
film based on an Udmurtian folk tale. The festival also features award-winning black-
and-white period drama Nova Lituania, animated Oscar submission My Favourite 
War, and Rhythms of Lost Time, an ethnographic film hailing from Tajikistan. Also on 
offer are Warsaw: A City Divided,  a documentary on Warsaw’s Jewish Ghetto in the 
40s, award-winning Romanian teenage drama Otto the Barbarian, and Cosmonaut, the 
animated tale of a retired Soviet astronaut. 

The Calvert Journal Film Festival is a window to explore diverse perspectives on 
the region through the lens of local independent filmmakers. Films from the New 
East often go underrepresented in mainstream programmes. As an award-winning 
magazine dedicated to covering the culture and creativity of the New East, The 
Calvert Journal is committed to use its online presence to bring cinema from Eastern 
Europe, the Balkans, Russia, the Caucasus, and Central Asia to global audiences.
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Country of production: Armenia, Georgia, Russia, Ukraine
Director: Anna Sarukhanova, Ola Pankova, Tatev Hakobyan, 
Alexander Dorinov, Denis Duzhnik, Tatiana Chekhova
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Russia
Director: Tatiana Chekhova
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Serbia
Director: Petar Bojovic 
Release year: 2021

Country of production: Georgia
Director: Keko Chelidze
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Poland
Director: Eric Bednarski
Release Year: 2019

A once-popular bass player in Tbilisi is now jobless, joyless, and crammed into a shoebox-sized one-room apartment 
with his elderly mother, leaving little space for independence or optimism in this absurd, intimate slice of ex-Soviet 
life.  

In 1941, soon after the creation of the Warsaw Ghetto by the Nazis, a Polish amateur filmmaker shot a remarkable 
10-minute 8mm film from both sides of the Ghetto walls. This unseen footage is woven into Warsaw: A City Divided, 
acting as a silent witness to the tragedy of the wartime division of the city and the murder of its inhabitants. Ghetto 
survivors and witnesses recount their extraordinary memories, while architects and urban historians examine the chilling 
Nazi vision for Warsaw. By interweaving rich material from the past with glimpses of present-day Warsaw, both its 
human face and its urban fabric, Warsaw: A City Divided affirms the importance — and the difficulty — of remembering.

Fourteen people find themselves in unusual circumstances, and seek to find joy in self-isolation. Through sketches 
of their disparate lives during the Covid-19 pandemic, the film paints a single picture about finding optimism and 
meaning in the unexpected.

DJ union Flammable Beats are the people thanks to whom soul, funk, and hip-hop became commonplace at Moscow 
parties: for 20 years they educated the audience to listen to new music genres, offering an alternative to the straight 
kick. Box of Matches talks about the times when broken rhythms were not yet mainstream, and follows the ups and 
downs in the life of each of the DJs, in fragments interspersed by their tracks.

In the small capital city of Belgrade, three humanitarian aid workers helped refugees making the perilous journey 
across the Balkan Route on their way to Western Europe. However, when the Route “closed” in Spring 2016, the 
situation around the journey became difficult as the media turned hostile or disappeared. In an attempt to change 
this, they set out to cross the Balkan Route. Routes follows the journey of refugees, from the people they encounter 
along the way to the local communities and organisations assisting them, providing an insight into the daily struggles 
of migrants along the route and the barriers present for those attempting to help them.

Day  1 - 2
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Country of production: Lithuania
Director: Karolis Kaupinis
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Lithuania
Director: Jurgis Matulevičius
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Romania
Director: Ruxandra Ghițescu 
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Latvia, Estonia, Poland 
Director: Laila Pakalnina
Release year: 2015

Country of production: Ukraine
Director: Oleksii Taranenko
Release Year: 2020

An idealistic youth living on a commune in Soviet Latvia rebels against his violent father. After the young man 
betrays his own father, he sets in series a motion of events he did not see coming.

35-year-old Sasha installs tombstones in the cemetery for a living. One day, a 14-year-old daughter appears to bring 
her father back to life. Another day, he meets a young business lady who has just buried her son, and a lonely old 
man who has ordered a tombstone for himself. Meanwhile, Sasha finds himself entangled in a struggle for power 
between the cemetery’s management. Despite his cynic, ironic personality, he gets trapped in a whirlwind of 
personal tragedies, as it gradually becomes clear that Sasha is also haunted by ghosts from his past.

1938. While the young Lithuanian state celebrates twenty years of independence, the situation in Europe is 
becoming increasingly tense, and a new war looms on the horizon. Geographer Feliksas Gruodis comes up with 
a novel solution to the situation: he proposes creating a “backup Lithuania” overseas, a place where the country’s 
inhabitants could move in case of danger. All he needs is support for his idea from the political elite.

In 1941, Gluosnis kills Isaac, a Jew, at the Lietukis Garage massacre. Years later, in Soviet Lithuania, Gluosnis’ friend, a 
film director, makes a film about the killings. When, as a consequence of the film, the KGB launches an investigation 
into the massacre, Gluosnis is tortured by guilt and haunting images of the past, until he understands the need to 
come to terms with his history.

Otto, a bright teenage punk, must deal with the loss of his girlfriend. He continues to live inhabiting the void space 
left by her, but, in order to survive, he needs to face his loss and guilt, in the company of his music and distanced 
from his regular friends.

Day  3 - 4
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Country of production: Czech Republic
Director: Daria Kascheeva 
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Croatia
Director: Natko Stipanicev
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Croatia
Director: Ivanja Bosnak, Thomas Johnson 
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Estonia
Director: Kaspar Jancis
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Latvia, Norway
Director: Ilze Burkovska-Jacobsen
Release Year: 2020

A retired cosmonaut lives the same kind of life in his flat in a concrete apartment block as he did in his youth in a 
space station. As before, he still carries out heroic missions, but misses those he left behind on his home planet. 
However, his relatives see the situation very differently. Will he be capable of getting to grips with societal norms, 
or will a cosmonaut always remain a cosmonaut?

This is the personal story of the director, Ilze, growing up in Soviet Latvia during the Cold War. It’s a coming of age story, a 
personal escape route from the mighty authoritarian regime’s brainwashing. An antiwar film, emphasising the importance 
of an individual’s freedom being a democratic society’s fundamental right.

In a hospital room, a daughter recalls a childhood memory where her father refused to help her take care of an 
injured bird. That moment of misunderstanding, and a lost embrace, left a wound that remained open until the 
moment when a window pane at the hospital breaks under the impact of a little bird.

As a grandiose transoceanic cruise ship sails the seas, the journey reveals a story about change and the inevitable 
necessity of transformation.

A young taxidermist uses her connection with nature to try to return animals to their natural habitat. However, when 
she starts finding a roll of undeveloped film in each of the animals she treats, questions arise. She sets off on a quest 
for answers to her strange connection to nature, a journey that haunts her dreams and waking moments.
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Country of production: Lithuania
Director: Elena Rožukaitė
Release year: 2021

Country of production: Latvia
Director: Beate Olekte
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Lithuania
Director: Almantas Pektūnas
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Russia
Director: Elena Vakhnik
Release year: 2021

Country of production: Kazakhstan
Director: Zhannat Alshanova
Release Year: 2020

Igor Andreev, a crochet designer from the Russian countryside, makes a living upcyling unwanted garments, curtains 
and tablecloths to fairy tale dresses and off-the-wall face masks. The outfits he creates are not only pieces of art, 
but also an example of craftivism: where fashion can be sustainable and show something that comes from within at 
the same time. As a schoolboy, Igor wasn’t allowed to join a crochet club, because it was considered that “knitting 
is for women”. But he insisted. And now his brand Vereja, named after the place where the designer was born, is 
becoming world-famous.

Indira decides to start a new life and move to London. However, on her last day, she dares to explore what she will 
leave behind in Kazakhstan.

Vaiva dreams of living in Spain with her Spanish boyfriend. Before leaving for the foreign country, she needs to save 
up some money for her new start and begins working as a nurse for a bedridden man in a remote village in Lithuania. 
There, time passes by slowly, and her Spanish lover doesn’t pick up the phone for days.

Ainārs has been the principal of a music school for forty years until he is unexpectedly fired. Ainārs feels betrayed, 
and seeing him unhappy, his wife Anita decides to act. When the new principal candidate arrives at the music 
school, the world created by the two of them collapses. The new suppresses the old, and it seems that everything 
that has been done before has been in vain.

While Kestutis is in a gang dealing drugs, his friend Arni is struggling at home living with an alcoholic father. They 
both spend their days outside on a basketball court to escape their realities. This is where they meet Wyte — the 
father of streetball in Lithuania. They are inspired by the remarkable tricks he does with a basketball. Through 
streetball, Wyte creates a community where these young men can express themselves and grow together to 
overcome their obstacles.



Day  9 - 1 0

S T u D E N T  f i l M

ThE ViBRaNT
VillaGE

lES DEux

a SWiMMiNG 
lESSON fROM DaD

SIGh

ThE MOON

26-27 OCTOBER 2021

Country of production: Hungary
Director: Weronika Jurkiewicz
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Ukraine
Director: Lada Kopytova
Release year: 2021

Country of production: Hungary
Director: Melinda Biró
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Moldova 
Director: Vlad Bolgarin
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Russia
Director: Yu Manka
Release Year: 2021

This is the story of a grey man who is always sighing. Living in a grey city, covered in smog, he keeps on sighing until 
he dries out and becomes skin and bones. But even in the darkest corners of the soul, there is light and color.

Based on an Udmurtian tale, The Moon is an audiovisual reflection on death and emptiness through the prism of 
Udmurt folk culture. The title of the work alludes to “Spots on the Moon”, the story of an orphan girl who goes to 
the river for water and begs the moon to save her from her evil foster parents.

In a quiet Hungarian village, men gather to swill beer at the bar. Meanwhile, the women are busy at work, contributing 
their time to the mass production of sexual satisfaction.

Based on a pile of old love letters and secretly made voice recordings, Alik-Oleg and Valentina Kopytov recount the 
story of how they met, think about regrets, and reflect on their decision to move to the remote Ukrainian village of 
Kamenets-Podolskyi.

6-year-old Vivi is terrified of water. However, after her father’s swimming lesson, she realises there are more 
horrifying things in life than the children’s pool.
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Country of production: Georgia
Director: Mariam Natroshvili, Detu Jintcharadze
Release year: 2020

Country of production: United Kingdom, Poland
Director: Zuzanna Rabikowska
Release year: 2019

Country of production: Kazakhstan, United Kingdom 
Director: Asel Kadyrkhanova
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Croatia 
Director: Igor Bezinovic, Ivana Pipal
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Croatia
Director: Damir Cucic
Release Year: 2019

Among the garbage heaps of a big landfill on a Croatian island, Zoki uncovers a microcassette. A close study of the 
discarded object serves as a tribute to chance and imagination.

An abstract travelogue around the skylines of unknown cities, dystopian virtual travels from Sao Paulo and Dubai 
to Dhaka and beyond. Far from tourist postcards, the mental images stem from the filmmaker’s memories and 
prejudices and, as in a dream, come to life in a flash of abstract figures.

The indefinite present, called the state of emergency, began about two months ago, and who knows how long it 
will last. The main signs of a new reality, the main characteristics, are isolation and distance. We don’t know the 
results yet. We have a vague present that, like an abandoned game, is frozen and endless. State of Emergency is 
a deserted game. It’s an excerpt from the abandoned game we live in now. The lines from this diary are thoughts 
accumulated over the course of a month. The city has become like time, a labyrinth that is endless and uncertain. 
State of Emergency is an attempt to save time, describe it, and remember.

Citizens of Nowhere is a project about the experience of citizenship, nationality, and identity. It’s a personal 
response to the Brexit referendum and the increased xenophobia that followed. I was born in Poland and moved to 
the UK as a child with my mother and sister in 2001. The Brexit referendum was the first time when I became aware 
of my ‘otherness’ as I was unable to vote.

How should we remember catastrophic events? What remains in people’s memory when all evidence is erased, 
and stories are silenced? All the Dreams We Dream is a hand-drawn animation film on memories of the famine in 
Kazakhstan in the 1930s. Based on two memoirs retold by poet Gafu Kairbekov on encounters with famine victims, 
it seeks to explore questions of empathy and fear, asking how stories of violence and pain should be told so that 
we can tolerate them.
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Country of production: UK, Armenia
Director: Garo Berberian
Release year: 2018

Country of production: Russia
Director: Sasha Kulak, Yulia Kurmangalina
Release year: 2021

Country of production: Tajikistan 
Director: Anisa Sabiri
Release year: 2021

Country of production: Ukraine/UK
Director: Daniel Delikatnyi
Release year: 2020

Country of production: Azerbaijan
Director: Ramazi Baranov
Release Year: 2019

A team of Ukrainian ballroom enthusiasts peep through the Iron Curtain in pursuit of success at the French World 
Open. Unaware of the challenges ahead, this comic coming of age story is peppered with wit, conquest and Soviet 
nostalgia.

The statue of an empty-handed angel is one of the main custodians of St. Petersburg. One day, something exciting 
happens in a sculpture’s studio during the routine of the deaf caretaker.

Film noir images, prophetic verse, and narration by Sean Bean tell the story of Taniel Varoujan, one of the most 
majestic poets of the 20th century. At the age of 31, he was lost under the vast shadow of the murder of a race, in 
what became known as the Armenian Genocide.

The vast territories of the Pinega river in northwest Russia are covered by woods and inhabited by more wild animals 
than people, besides a few who live mostly off the forests, fishing, and gardening. The society can only be described 
as a matriarchy, where beliefs, spells, and traditional mourning and weeping rituals at funerals are passed on down 
the female line. Musical contributions of the residents serve as a leitmotif for the film: unsteady renditions of old 
songs that reveal performances belonging to a distant past. The population of the villages has aged considerably – 
but the place itself is timeless.

Globalisation, politics, and religion are ruthlessly stamping out the last remnants of traditional culture in Tajikistan, 
most of which survives in the mountains, where music and dancing still accompany people in joy and sorrow — as they 
did a thousand years ago. British musician Leo Abrahams, after hearing a recording of maddoh many years ago, was struck 
by its unusual beauty, and came to Tajikistan in an attempt to hear the music in person. In the film, Leo travels around 
the country and meets local residents, who introduce him to the hospitable and rich culture of Tajikistan, drawing back 
the curtain on the challenges that traditional culture and the Tajik people have faced in the past and the present day.



aBOuT ThE CalVERT jOuRNal

The Calvert Journal is an award-winning international magazine 
dedicated to exploring the culture and creativity of the New 
East. A project of Calvert 22 Foundation and launched in January 
2013 with a Russia-only focus, the magazine has successfully 
broadened its scope to cover the entire New East region. 

The Calvert Journal has established itself as the leading authority 
on contemporary culture, creativity, and travel in the region. 
The Calvert Journal delivers a daily briefing on art, design, film, 
architecture, fashion, and travel to a global audience through a 
mix of reportage, interviews, photography, and video developed 
with the help of locally-stationed contributors and a London-
based team of journalists. 

aBOuT CalVERT 22 fOuNDaTiON

Calvert 22 Foundation celebrates the culture and creativity of 
the New East – Eastern Europe, the Balkans, Russia, and Central 
Asia – enriching perceptions of the region and furthering 
international understanding. 

Calvert 22 Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation committed 
to dialogue and discovery, to the development of international 
creative networks, and to the role of learning and education as 
the basis for knowledge sharing and institutional exchange. 

Press Enquiries:

Maria Beatrice Giovanardi
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beatrice@calvert22.org


